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Respect and Recognition, Past and Future  

As we leave summer behind and head back to school, the rites of fall are upon us 

here in the ABEA family.  Our residents come to work with shiny new 

bronchoscopes, our fellows are studying for their board exams, and abstracts are 

being written and submitted for our annual meeting.  Abstract submissions open 

August 30th on the ABEA website at www.abea.net.  

This year’s program chair, Julina Ongkasuwan MD, will assemble the program for 

our 100th annual meeting in Atlanta, April 22-24.  It is with special pride that we 

take the time during this process to respect and recognize both our past and our 

future with the array of named awards.  The ABEA has traditions like few other 

organizations in Otolaryngology; our founding President, Chevalier Jackson 

impacted the health of the nation like few Otolaryngologists ever have; his 

instrument designs are in our operating rooms and his ideas are in our clinical 

management to this day.  It is with a great sense of history that we recognize 

substantial life-long contributors to our field with the Chevalier Jackson Award 

and the Chevalier Jackson Lecture every year.  You know the folks that have 

earned these distinctions.  Is there someone that should be recognized that the 

ABEA has missed?  It wouldn’t surprise me.  Send me a suggestion.   The ABEA 

offers the Seymour Cohen, Broyles Maloney and the Steven Gray awards. The 

qualifications and specifics for these are found at https://www.abea.net/awards. 

These awards are given for our very best papers from all parts of our 

membership.  

Every time I attend our business meeting and we applaud our newest members I 

wonder to myself: which one of these talented women and men will be our 

Jackson lecturer in 20 years? Or sooner? The ABEA President for 2040 will be in 

attendance at this year’s meeting - we just don’t know which one of you it is yet.     

 

 

 

Albert Merati, MD 
ABEA President 2019-2020 
 

http://www.abea.net/
https://www.abea.net/awards
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President’s Message Continued 

For more information about our amazing history go to the ABEA website – the stories and videos of Dr. 

Jackson are amazing (https://www.abea.net/historical-essay-in-search-of-jackson).  Get to know your 

professional family history!  

Please feel free to submit historical notes or pieces to myself (amerati@uw.edu) and our administrator, Kate 

Fitzgerald at abea@facs.org. I will work with our Editor to reach out to past award winners and leaders to add 

some more of the human touch to these updates in future mailings.  

Finally, you will soon receive an email short survey to help support this year’s strategic planning initiative for 

the ABEA.   Please reply with your most candid thoughts about our association and what you perceive to be 

our most important issues/directions as an association.   

See you in Atlanta! 
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Mark Courey, MD 
ABEA Editor 
Editor’s Note 

 
Dear Members, 
 
It is a pleasure to serve as your Editor.  Please enjoy reading the Fall ABEA Newsletter.  It contains 
information about our upcoming participation at the Annual Meeting of the AAO-HNS, updates from many 
of our council members and committee chairs as well as updates for our annual meeting and a call for 
abstracts.  We have had a remarkably productive year. 
 
This year we, along with the ALA will be providing an educational session on the Saturday, September 14th, 
prior to the Annual Meeting of the AAO-HNS.  The session will be focused on issues of voice swallowing and 
airway and is designed for residents and fellows, to broaden their experience on the management of patients 
with these issues.  Please encourage your residents to attend.  The program can be found on page 9 of this 
letter. 
 
The letter also contains our call for abstracts for our Annual Meeting in Atlanta on May 22-24, 2020. The 
abstract submissions are due by November 6, 2019.  I look forward to receiving your abstracts and seeing as 
many of you as possible at our Annual Meeting. 
 
Sincerely, 
Mark S. Courey, MD 
ABEA Editor 
 

mailto:amerati@uw.edu
mailto:abea@facs.org
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On behalf of the program committee and the ABEA council, I would like to invite all of you to celebrate our 
100th annual meeting at COSM, April 22-24, 2020, at the Hilton Atlanta in Atlanta, Georgia. 
 
As noted in our President's column, many of the techniques and instruments that we use today, such as rigid 
bronchoscopy and metal tracheostomy tubes, have remained unchanged over the past 100 years. However, over 
the last century, the pace of progress within our specialty has been astounding. We have digital scopes, synthetic 
implants, and lasers! What would Chevalier Jackson be working on if he were in practice today? What 
innovations do you have to share? 
 
The ABEA is founded on inclusiveness and collaboration between sub-sub-specialities be it pediatric 
otolaryngology, degluttology, voice, or airway surgery. The last century has also seen a shift in the diversity of 
those practicing our specialty. Our goal is to see breadth and richness of our membership represented on the 
podium; but to do that, we need you! Help us plan an extraordinary centennial celebration of our specialty by 
submitting panels and abstracts.  
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Julina Ongkasuwan, MD 
ABEA 2020 Program Chair 

 

ABEA Abstract Submission Timeline at a Glance 

Abstract submission site opens: August 30, 2019 

Abstract submission deadline: November 6, 2019 

Notification of  Acceptance: Late January 2020 
 
Manuscript submission deadlines: 

Consideration for Podium or Poster Awards: February 1, 2020 
All Manuscript Accepted for Podium or Poster Presentation: April 1, 2020 
 Submit one copy to The Laryngoscope – you will be required to send  

  receipt of  received submission to the ABEA along with the manuscript.  
Send one copy to the ABEA and include your receipt from your submission 
to The Laryngoscope here.  

 
Notification of  Awards: Mid-March 2020 
 
E-Poster Submissions Due to Genigraphics: April 18, 2020 (tentative deadline) 

 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/page/journal/15314995/homepage/forauthors.html
https://form.jotform.com/92253775892975


 
 

 

Attending the AAO-HNSF 2019 Meeting in New Orleans?  

 

The ABEA and ALA are pleased to offer a Laryngology and Broncho-Esophagology primer. This program is 

open to all interested residents and students and will provide an overview of current key topics in 

laryngology/broncho-esophagology and also provide interested residents with information on the fellowship 

process and programs. The program is on page 9 of this letter. 
Foundations in Laryngology 2019: The ALA and ABEA: A Joint Program from the ALA and ABEA  

Saturday, September 14, 12:15 pm – 4:20 pm  
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I hope everybody is having a nice summer. It has now been a few months since the recent spring meeting, 
allowing me to reflect on this past year. I am proud of the way the meeting came together and am grateful to all 
that contributed to its success. In particular, I would again like to thank the Maggie Kuhn and Katie Fitzgerald on 
putting together a fabulous program. 
 
Several highlights from the program stand out in particular to me. I really enjoyed the talk by Dr. Branski, who 
discussed the process of research discovery. I was very much enthralled and entertained by the Koufman Panel on 
LPR as well. Of course, the best aspects of the meeting for me were the research talks and the ability to see and 
talk with my colleagues; these are why I attend every year. 
 
Overall, it was a good and productive year as President. I feel I helped establish some needed structure to the 
Council and help to bring in some new talent to the leadership group. Working with the Council, we initiated the 
process of reviewing our contract with ACS and ensuring that our management team is properly serving our 
membership. This was all part of a process to ensure our financial growth into the future. 
 
I now move on to the role of Past President and Chair of the Awards Committee. Thank you all for your support 
this past year. I look forward to working with Dr. Merati, your new President this year. 
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Milan R. Amin, MD 
Immediate Past President 
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ABEA would like to welcome their newly inducted members 
from the 2019 Annual Meeting:  

 

Active Members: 

 
Brianna Crawley - Loma Linda 
University  

 
Nancy Jiang – The Permanente 
Medical Group 

 
Gregory Dion – Brooke Army 
Medical Center 

 
Claire Lawlor – Children’s National 
Medical Center 

 
 

 
Rebecca Howell – University of 
Cincinnati 

 
Karla O'Dell – University of 
Southern California

 
Anaïs Rameau - Weill Cornell Medicine 

Post-Graduate Members: 

 
Diana Kirke – Icahn School of 
Medicine at Mount Sinai 

 
Matthew Naunheim - 
Massachusetts Eye and Ear 

 
Lauren Tracy - Boston Medical 
Center  
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International Members:  

 
Theodore Athanasiadis – Flinders 
University of South Australia 

 
Daniel Novakovic  - University of 
Sydney  

 
Paul Paddle – Monash Health  

 

Resident Members: 

 
Sara Abu Ghanem – NYU Voice 
Center  

 
Saied Ghadersohi – Cincinnati 
Children’s Hospital Medical Center 

 

 
Mingyang Gray – Icahn School of 
Medicine at Mount Sinai 

 
Amy Manning – Cincinnati 
Children’s Hospital Medical Center 

 
Hannah Qualls – Cincinnati 
Children’s Hospital Medical Center 

 
Andrew Redmann – Northwestern 
University McGraw Medical 
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Joining the ABEA is easy! 

Support a colleague or student in joining the ABEA! Applications and supporting documents 

for ABEA Membership are due January 31st. 

Individuals who wish to become members of the association must be proposed and seconded 

by ABEA members and obtain letters of support, among other requirements. Applications 

and supporting documents (including sponsor letters) are due no later than January 31st. 

For information on membership and applications, visit https://www.abea.net/join-the-abea. 

Fall 2019 Newsletter  

https://www.abea.net/join-the-abea
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The 99th Annual Meeting of the American Bronchoesophagological Association was held May 1st – 3rd at the 

JW Marriott in Austin, TX. President Dr. Milan Amin and the ABEA executive council welcomed 222 

registrants to the meeting and proudly inducted 7 active members and 6 resident members to the society. Dr. 

Amin recognized guests of honor in attendance, Jamie Koufman MD as well as his parents and presented 

presidential citations to Dr. Peter Belafsky, Dr. Ellen Deutsch, Dr. Richard Hayden, Dr. Glenn Isaacson and 

Dr. Albert Merati. 

A timely Presidential Keynote address was expertly delivered by Dr. Richard Holt entitled “Professionalism, 

Ethics and the Patient-Physician Relationship.” The 56th annual Chevalier Jackson Lecture thoughtfully 

explored barriers to implementing discovery into clinical practice and was presented by Dr. Ryan Branski. Dr. 

Postma was recognized for his contributions to the field with the Chevalier Jackson Award. The second 

annual Jamie Koufman Lectureship was conceived as a lively expert panel, “Comprehensive Approaches to 

the Contemporary Reflux Patient,” moderated by Dr. Belafsky. 

The scientific program included 41 oral and 80 poster presentations with authors representing over 65 

institutions from 14 countries. For their outstanding merit, the following papers were recognized: 

Broyles-Maloney Award: “Efficacy and Safety of Biodegradable Stent for Tracheomalacia: Report on Animal 

Experiment” – Seong Keun Kwon MD, Seoul National University Hospital 

Steven Dean Gray Award (1st Place): “Outcomes of Hypoglossal Nerve Stimulation Outside the US Food and 

Drug Administration Recommendations” – Kathleen Sarber MD, University of Cincinnati  

Steven Dean Gray Award (2nd Place): “Carbon Debris and Fiber Cleaving: Effects of KTP Laser Power Output 

and Chick Chorioallantoic Membrane Vessel Coagulation” – Lauren Tracy MD, Massachusetts General Hospital  

The annual Ellen M. Friedman Foreign Body Session included several cases with innovative approaches 

to aerodigestive foreign bodies which can be viewed on the ABEA website: https://www.abea.net/99th-

annual-meeting-information. The first-place award recipient was Sarah Hodge, MD from the University of 

North Carolina who presented “Innovative Approach to Airway Foreign Body Management in an Extremely 

Premature Neonate.”  

Furthermore, attendees were presented with three engaging and practical panels. These included “Dysphagia 

Management in the Elderly,” co-sponsored by American Society of Geriatric Otolaryngology,” “Advances in 

Adult and Pediatric Posterior Glottic Stenosis” and “Innovation in Laryngology.” More information about 

the meeting’s scientific program may be found on the ABEA  

website:https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54f94694e4b0ab37e7017d32/t/5cc77854096b8fd480a256cb/

1556576348483/ABEA+2019+Annual+Meeting+Program+Book.pdf 

  

 

Maggie Kuhn, MD 
Past Program Chair 

https://www.abea.net/99th-annual-meeting-information
https://www.abea.net/99th-annual-meeting-information
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54f94694e4b0ab37e7017d32/t/5cc77854096b8fd480a256cb/1556576348483/ABEA+2019+Annual+Meeting+Program+Book.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/54f94694e4b0ab37e7017d32/t/5cc77854096b8fd480a256cb/1556576348483/ABEA+2019+Annual+Meeting+Program+Book.pdf


 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
We would like to invite all ABEA members to join us for the Fall Voice Conference in Dallas, October 17-19, 

2019! The Fall Voice Conference has grown into a major interdisciplinary gathering for laryngologists and 

speech pathologists to present voice and swallowing research, exchange ideas, and mingle. Last year the 

conference drew over 500 attendees, making it one of the largest in the voice field. In addition to the main 

conference (agenda at http://www.fallvoice.org/conference_details.php), the Early Career Laryngology program 

is for those 2-7 years out of fellowship training, and the Laryngology Fellows Day is for current fellows and 

those who just completed fellowship. Our Keynote Speakers will be Gayle Woodson and Nathan Welham. Early 

Registration ends August 31! More info at www.fallvoice.org. Please contact Alyson Conley at 

alyson@theassociationcompany.com for any questions. 
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ABEA Member News: 

 ABEA Member, Akihiro Shiotani, MD PhD was elected as the president of  the 
Japan Broncho-esophagological Society in November, 2018. 

 ABEA Member, Dr. Kiminori Sato published the book entitled "Functional 
Histoanatomy of the Human Larynx" from Springer. 

 

For more information 
contact ABEA at 

abea@facs.org 

Fall 2019 Newsletter  
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     Find us on Facebook!     

@ABEANow 

 

Foundations in Laryngology 2019:  
A Joint Program from the ALA and ABEA 
Saturday, September 14, 12:15 pm – 4:20 pm  
 
The ALA and ABEA are pleased to offer a Laryngology and Broncho-
Esophagology primer. This program is open to all interested residents and 
students and will provide an overview of current key topics in 
laryngology/broncho-esophagology and also provide interested residents with 
information on the fellowship process and programs. 
 
Course Directors: Milan R. Amin, MD (ABEA); C. Blake Simpson MD (ALA)  
 
12:30 - 12:40 PM Introductions and Welcome (Blake Simpson and Milan Amin) 
 
12:40 - 12:55 PM Stroboscopy: The Basic Tool for the Laryngologist – Laura Dominguez,MD 
 
12:55 – 1:10 PM Airway Management – Jeanne Hatcher, MD 
 
1:10 - 1:25 PM Spasmodic Dysphonia- Michael Johns, MD 
 
1:25 – 1:40 PM Pediatric Vocal Fold Paralysis- Juliana Ongkasuwan 
 
1:40 – 2:25 PM Panel: Bread and Butter Laryngology Cases 
Milan Amin, MD; Mike Benninger, MD; Seth Dailey, MD; Robbi Kupfer, MD; Josh Schindler, MD 

  
2:25 – 2:40 PM Break 
 
2:40 – 2:55 PM In-office procedures in Laryngology – Clark Rosen, MD    
 
2:55 – 3:10 PM Evaluation of a Patient with Dysphagia – Greg Postma, MD  
 
3:10 – 3:25 PM Management of Early Glottic Cancer – Andy McWhorter, MD  
 
3:25 – 4:10 PM Panel: Discussion of Challenging Cases in Laryngology  
 Lucian Sulica, MD; Mark Courey, MD; Joel Blumin, MD; C. Gaelyn Garrett, MD 
 
4:10 – 4:40 PM Fellowship Program Q&A: Clark Rosen, Moderator 
 Adam Klein, MD; Greg Postma, MD; Lee Akst, MD; Blake Simpson, MD 
 
4:40 – 5:30 PM Reception (drinks and bites) 
 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/abeanow/


 
 
SPOTLIGHT ON: 
ABEA’s Development Committee 
Chair – Lee Akst, MD 
 
As Gresham Richter has transitioned to a new role as Treasurer, I’ve been asked to serve as Development 
Committee Chair.  I hope to follow in Gresham’s footsteps and continue to grow our Association’s financial 
resources. 
  
In addition to timely payment of your annual dues, please consider a donation to the ABEA – the link for 
donations is on the website, and easy to find. If you’re reading this, then I’m sure that the future of the ABEA is 
very important to you.  Your support is appreciated and valuable to the organization, as it promotes current and 
future ABEA missions in research, scholarships, and innovation.  These funds influence our national voice as we 
collaborate with other organizations such as the AAO, ALA, ASPO and AAP in task forces aimed at improving 
education in laryngology/broncho-esophagology and patient safety.  Your donations work directly to keep the 
ABEA at the forefront of these efforts. 
  
Levels of donation, from Centennial to Diamond, are listed on the website – but any amount is welcomed!  In 
addition to unrestricted donations for all ABEA endeavors, funds can also be directed to the Koltai fund (as 
announced by Gresham at the recent COSM meeting) or to the Button Battery Task Force.   
  
Thanks for your support, 
  
Lee M. Akst, MD 
Chair, ABEA Development Committee 
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ABEA Member News: 

 Dr. Karthik Balakrishnan of Aerodigestive Reseach Collaborative: We would like to announce the 
formation of the new Aerodigestive Research Collaborative (ARC). This multi-insitutional, multispecialty 
consortium may be of interest to any ABEA member caring for pediatric patients. ARC aims to prioritize 
and coordinate research into the care of complex pediatric aerodigestive care in order to improve the 
quality and value of care provided to children everywhere. ARC will work in concert with the national 
Aerodigestive Society, ABEA, and other leading organizations to achieve this goal. ARC was founded with 
the support and guidance of Robin T. Cotton, MD, a mentor to many ABEA members and leaders in 
pediatric aerodigestive care. The group is led by a multispecialty executive board representing pediatric 
otolaryngology, pediatric pulmonology, and pediatric gastroenterology. ARC is currently recruiting a 
Research Director to play a central role in advancing the group’s agenda. As we develop research priorities, 
patient registries, and project evaluation and funding structures, we will continue to recruit members and 
member organizations. Please do not hesitate to contact us with any questions. 

 Dr. Kiminori Sato published the book entitled "Functional Histoanatomy of the Human Larynx" from 
Springer. 

 Akihiro Shiotani, MD PhD was elected as the president of the Japan Broncho-esophagological Society in 
November, 2018. 

 



 
 

 

 

 
ABEA 
c/o Association Management by 
the American College of Surgeons 
633 N. St. Clair Street 
Chicago, IL 60611 
 
Phone: 855-876-2232 
Fax: 312-278-0793 
E-mail: abea@facs.org 
 

The Laryngoscope is ABEA’s 
Official Journal. 
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ABEA Member Records – 

Keep Your Data Up to Date! 

Is your record up to date? ABEA Dues should be paid by April 1st each 

year. To find out if you are up to date and if your member record is current, 

log into your member profile through ABEA’s website www.abea.net. 

Log in by clicking here: https://www.abea.net/membersonly 

 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1002/(ISSN)1531-4995/issues
http://www.abea.net/
https://www.abea.net/membersonly

